Risk assessment for a radionuclide area: structure and scope.
As with all places of employment, nuclear medicine, medical physics and research departments in the United Kingdom which use radiation are required by legislation to make risk assessments associated with their work. Many have been slow to complete these, finding little guidance as to the best approach to take for departments which handle ionizing radiation. The Royal Free Hospital has set up a project to examine the whole procedure and approach to risk assessments in departments which use ionizing radiations, and has produced a standardized approach using matched risk assessment forms for both general risks and ionizing radiation risks. A worked example is included to illustrate the methodology and the standardized risk assessment forms.